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1. A VISION…

DE as a fundamental 

field and discipline for an 

integrated vision and 

action in development 

and in social change

3. AN AKNOWLEDGEMENT…

Need for alternative scientific research methodologies:

- horizontal logic of reflection 

- joint knowledge production 

- questioning of impact, evaluation …

2. A NEED…

Need to deepen and 

promote the scientific 

research in DE and to

promote a closer 

relationship between 

Universities and NGOs

4. A HOPE… 

Of opening spaces for 

the creation of a win-

win relationship of 

learning and mutual 

reinforcement of the 

actions of the CSOs 

and HEIs

❑ Shared perspective between the two organisations:

FGS (NGDO) and CEAUP (I&D)

Sinergias ED



Sinergias ED

Sinergias ED

a space to promote dinamics of dialogue and

institutional cooperation between CSOs and

HEIs in the field of Developement Education (DE)
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Collaboration & Community



• HEIs and CSOs invited for the project

- relevance or interest in DE field; 

- diversity of entities 

- territorial decentralisation

• Several presencial meetings with all the partners

• Phases of the work :

- invitation and proposal

- matching of the partners through common interests

- decision about what to do – joint study

• Knowledge co-creation:

- Papers and Reflections were published in the Sinergias journal (issues n. 3 and 7)

Collaboration

http://www.sinergiased.org/index.php/ies-osc/trabalhos-colaborativos-2-edicao


Collaboration

http://www.sinergiased.org/index.php/ies-osc/match


Collaboration

Other unexpected synergies

- creation of a virtual communication group

- active participation in other activities of the 

project

- co-organisation of events among entities

- submissions of new joint projects within partners



Collaboration

http://www.sinergiased.org/index.php/ies-osc/trabalhos-colaborativos-2-edicao


Collaboration



Learning



Learning



Learning



Learning

Community regular meetings



Communication



www.sinergiased.org

Communication

http://www.sinergiased.org/


Knowledge



• National and international platform for 

conceptual and methodological 

debate and reflection on the practice in 

the field of Education for Social Change

• Vehicle of knowledge production and 

dissemination in this area

• It combines different discourses, 

visions and practical experiences on 

DE, recognizing the diversity of 

approaches in different European 

countries and in other contexts

Knowledge



• Digital and accessible – open access 

(http://www.sinergiased.org/index.php/revista)

• Semiannual frequency

• Thematic focus in each edition

• Publication of articles in four languages –

Portuguese, English, Spanish and French

• Editorial Board formed by HEIs and CSOs representatives 

(Sinergias ED project team + Sinergias ED community members)

• Heterogeneous Scientific Board including researchers from areas other 

than strictly education for social transformation and some people not 

connected to research / academia

• Peer-review process - scientific papers

• Flexible and adaptable structure

Knowledge

http://www.sinergiased.org/index.php/revista


Bring together some of the specialized

Journals in DE/GCE field and to share 

some work, some questions, new projects 

and plans for the future regarding this 

research area

➢ Critical Literacy Theories and Practices Journal (Canada)

➢ Educación Global Research (Spain)

➢ International Journal of Development Education and Global Learning (England)

➢ La Piragua (Latin America and Caribe)

➢ Policy & Practice: a Development Education Review (N. Ireland)

➢ Rizoma Freireano (Spain)

➢ Sinergias: diálogos educativos para a transformação social (Portugal)

➢ ZEP - Journal for International Educational Research and Development Education 

(Germany)

Knowledge



The Role of Development Education

Policy Brief

Centre for African Studies of the 

University of Porto

By the research group

Education, Development and 

Global Citizenship 

Knowledge



New questions… new paths…



Strengthening the research in the field of DE,

linking research and action 

To address more critical questions, 

raised by the participants

(engaging in an ongoing epistemological debate)

the existence of 

power relationships in 

these processes

the academic 

monopolism in 

knowledge 

creation, 

validation and 

dissemination 

the growing 

knowledge and 

education 

commodification

Natural movement

. Cognitive injustice;

.“Massive epistemicide” 

(Boaventura S. Santos, 2007)

The risks of:

. A single perspective

. Distant from reality

. Fragmented

. Serves market and academic purposes,

BUT DOES NOT

influences practices and informs public policies

NOT transforming society

New questions…

Sinergias ED



❑ Existence of a “boundary work” made 

by “knowledge brokers or boundary 

organisations” which can bridge the 

gap between researchers and 

practitioners and/or decision makers 

(Oswald, 2016; Schucksmith, 2016)

New paths…

❑ A new entity - some hybrid person -

a “researtioner”.

(Roque Amaro, 2014) 

❑ Engaged Excellence in Research

i) Delivering high-quality research; 

ii) Co-constructing knowledge; 

iii) Mobilising impact-oriented evidence; 

iv) Building enduring partnerships

(Oswald, Gaventa and Leach, 2016, p.2)

❑ Our own contribution, as project:

- Systematisation of Experiences

- Collective reflections about collaboration –

challenges and opportunities

- Evaluation reports (learning processes) 

- Papers about knowledge co-creation and

collaboration

- Study about Sinergias ED Community



«(…) within Sinergias ED project, have been built

o knowledge in the field of DE;

o new meanings for our action and reserch; 

o a community that thinks and practices DE; 

o new spaces of democracy, dialogue, influence; 

o networks, spaces consistent with the principles of DE, spaces of consensus and 

dissent. 

Although it has never been the Sinergias ED goal to create a community, this has 

been reinforced: 

creating spaces for people to be together and see what comes of it.»

Collective Reflection on Collaboration, May 2018

A final thought…



Joana Costa e La Salete Coelho

CEAUP - Centro de Estudos Africanos da 

Universidade do Porto

Via panorâmica, s/n

4150-564 Porto

Tel: +351 22 607 71 41

E-mail: ceaup.ed@gmail.com

ceaup.lasaletecoelho@gmail.com

Jorge Cardoso e Sara Borges

Fundação Gonçalo da Silveira

Estrada da Torre, 26

1750-296 Lisboa

Tel: +351 217541622

Tlm: +351 912001640

E-mail: ed@fgs.org.pt

www.sinergiased.org

For more information…

Thank you!

Obrigada!
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